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Key points of the 2021 census X

TOWER HAMLETS

e At the time of the most recent census in March 2021, Tower Hamlets had the fastest-growing population of any
local authority area across England and Wales. Between 2011 and 2021 the local population grew by 56,200
(22.1%) t0 310,300. In 2011 the population was 254,096.

e Tower Hamlets was the most densely populated borough in England with 15,695 residents per square kilometre
compared to an average of 424 people per square kilometre in England - that is over 37 times higher than the
mean average population density for England.

e The median age in Tower Hamlets was 30 - the youngest of any area in England and Wales. The borough had
the smallest proportion of older people aged 65+ in England and Wales.

e The most common countries of birth other than the UK were Bangladesh, Italy, India, China and France. 14% of
residents were born in a current European Union country.

e Population turnover is high compared to elsewhere with more than a fifth (20.8%) of residents having lived
somewhere else a year prior to the census.
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Key points of the 2021 census (2) LB

TOWER HAMLETS

e At 34.6%, Tower Hamlets has the largest Bangladeshi population in England and Wales and the largest Muslim
population (30.9%) in England and Wales. It had the fourth smallest White British population and the smallest
Christian population in England and Wales.

e 7.2% of adult residents were Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual or Other and 1% had a gender identity different to their sex
registered at birth.

e 62.7% of all residents in employment were in managerial, professional or associate professional occupations but
46,000 adults have never worked.

e Tower Hamlets has a high proportion of households who rent, both from social landlords and from private
landlords whereas the proportion of owner occupiers is the lowest in England and Wales.

e 15.8% of households were overcrowded (had too few bedrooms for their needs).

e Two thirds of households do not have access to a car or van, one of the lowest levels of car ownership in
England and Wales.

e 12.9% of residents had a disability and 25.7% of households had at least one disabled person living within them.
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Overall borough population X

» As of census day on 21 March 2021,
the population of Tower Hamlets was
310,300.

e This was an increase of 56,200 or 22%
since 2011 - the largest increase of
any area in England and Wales.

« By mid June 2022, the population had
risen to 325,789.

» This was a 4.2% increase in the year
from mid 2021 to mid 2022, with the
borough's population increasing by
13,074 in a single year. This was the
equal second highest increase of any
area in England.,
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Tower Hamlets population from 2011 Census, 2021
Census and 2022 Mid Year Estimate
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Source: 2011 and 2021 census, ONS mid year population estimates
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Sex

On census day, Tower Hamlets had the 4th
highest proportion of males in England and
Wales and was one of only 11 local authority
areas where males formed the majority of
residents.

In 2021, the proportion of residents who were
male was 50.2%, slightly more than those who
were female (49.8%). This represented a
narrowing gap between males and females
when compared with 2011,

By mid 2022, the proportion of males had
risen slightly to 50.3%. Only the City of
London, Rutland and Luton had a higher
proportion of males.
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Proportion of residents by sex, 2011 Census and 2021
Census

515%

% %
502%  4o8% 49.7%
485% I I

2022 MYE

2011 Census 2021 Census

B Male ©Female

Source: 2011 and 2021 census,
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Population turnover - same address as ;’\%
ohe year previously

20.8% (63,745) of residents were not
living at the same address as one year
previously.

Most of those who were living
somewhere else had been living
somewhere within the UK (50,084,
16.3%)

Around 3.4% (10,536) had been living
somewhere else outside the UK

A further 1% (3,125) had been living at a
student term time or boarding school
address in the UK and were no longer
doing so.

By comparison, in London 13% were
living at a different address to one year
previously and in England and Wales
the figure was 11%.
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Population turnover — Tower Tower Tower London London [England & |England
Hamlets compared with Hamlets |[Hamlets % % Wales & Wales
England and Wales and %
London

Total: All usual residents 306,333 8,605,497 58,090,218

Address 1yearagois sameas |242,588 |[79.2% 7,547,900 |87% 52,496,530 [ 89%
address of enumeration

Migrant from within UK: address [ 50,084 16.3% 054,144 11% 5,599,520 |9.5%
1year ago was in UK

Migrant from outside UK: 10,536 3.4% 149,532 2% 545,096 0.9%
Address 1 year ago was outside

UK

Address 1 year ago is student 3,125 1.0% 43,831 0.5% 349,072 0.6%

term-time or boarding school
addressin UK

Source: 2021 census
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Population density - visualisation L&

TOWER HAMLETS

+ Tower Hamlets had a population density of
15,695 persons per km2 at the time of the 2021
census - by far the most densely populated area
in England and Wales.

* By mid 2022, this had increased to 16,478 persons
per km2. This was almost three times the density
of London as a whole (5,640 per km2) and more
than 37 times the density of England (438 per
kmz2). Tower Hamlets was 330 times more
densely populated than West Devon, the most

As of 2021, Tower Hamlets is the most densely populated of
sparsely populated area of England (50 per km2). i

London's 33 local authority areas, with around 112 people living on
each football pitch-sized area of land.

Source: 2021 Census, ONS mis year population estimates 2022
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Population density in London (2021 ),
Census) . i

Population Density

. Popu[ation density is very h|gh A map showing the population density in London by borough (number of people/km?)
throughout inner north and inner
northeast London, with Islington and
Hackney respectively having the 2nd
and 3@ highest levels of population
density in England and Newham the
8th,

* The top 20 most densely populated
areas in England and Wales are all
London boroughs.
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Population density across Tower

Hamlets (2021 Census)

+ Population density across the
borough varies somewhat,
dependent on land use and
availability of green spaces.

» The impact of concentrated
pockets of residential high-
rise can be seen in parts of
the south of the borough
such as the Leamouth
peninsular (London City
Island) and the Isle of Dogs.

 In other parts of the borough
such as the northwest,
density levels are
consistently high.

The best of London
in one borough

Ward 2021
Tower Hamlets 15,702.9
Bethnal Green 17,378.0
Blackwall & Cubitt Town 15,8817
Bow East 10,472.5
Bow West 10,203.2
Bromley North 19,2975
Bromley South 20,308.3
Canary Wharf 12,716.5
Island Gardens 14,398.8
Lansbury 17,080.6
Limehouse 16,863.1
Mile End (Tower Hamlets)| 17.820.6
Poplar (Tower Hamlets) 11,6151
Shadwell 20,659.7
Spitalfields & Banglatown| 14,640.0
St Dunstan's 21,714.0
St Katharine's & Wapping | 11,300.0
St Peter's (Tower Hamlets)| 18,248.0
Stepney Green 10,042.0
\X/eavers 19,711.8
Whitechapel 19,622.0

Population Density

L2

TOWER HAMLETS

A map showing the population density in Tower Hamlets by LSOA (number of people/km?)
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Age

* Since 2011, the population has grown numerically
across all age groups but it has grown most
drastically amongst those of working age.

* The largest proportionate rise between 2011 and
2021 was in the working age population (25%
increase).

* Children and young people represent a slightly
smaller proportion of all residents than in 2011,
despite a numerical increase. Between 2021 and
2022, the number of children remained almost
static.

» Overall, there has been a decline in the proportion
of people aged 65+ compared to 2011. Tower
Hamlets is the only local authority area in the
country to have less than 6% of the population
aged 65+ (5.6%). However, the proportion of older
people increased between 2021 and 2022 by more
than the rise in the population as a whole.
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Tower Hamlets population by age group, 2011 and 2021
census and 2022 mid year estimate
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37828 |
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Age 0 to 17 Age 18 to 24 Age 25 to 64 Age 65 +

H2011 M2021 m2022

Source: 2011 and 2021 census, ONS mid year population estimates
2022




Change in the age profile, 2011-2021

* Between the last two censuses, the average (median)
age of Tower Hamlets increased by one year, from 29 to
30 years of age.

* The median age is the age of the person in the middle of
the group, meaning that one half of the group is younger
than that person and the other half is older.

+ Tower Hamlets had the lowest median age of any local
authority area in England. Across the country, the overall
median age was 40 years in 2021.

* The number of people aged 35 to 49 years rose by
around 21,000 (an increase of 42.8%), while the number of
residents between 75 and 84 years fell by just under 600
(10.5% decrease).

* The share of residents aged between 35 and 49 years
increased by 3.3 percentage points between 2011 and
2021,

85 years and over

TOWER HAMLETS

f o
0.7%

2.2%
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75 4y 16%

2%
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33%
2%
s0t064years NN
19.3%
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251030 years NN
12.1%
201024 years T

7%
16 to 19 years - 47
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4%
4 years and under _ 74

6.2%
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Source:: 2011 and 2021 census
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Child population, 2011 and 2021 X

TOWER HAMLETS

« The population of children aged 0-2 Child Population 2011 and 2021
years old declined slightly between Aged under 1year
2011 and 2021. Aged 1 year
Aged 2 years
« By contrast, the number of older Aged 3 years
children grew significantly since the ijij:jzzf
last census, with almost 6,000 more Aged 6 years
children aged 11-17 in 2021 than in Aged7 years
2011, Aged 8 years

Aged g years
Aged 10 years
Aged 11 years
Aged 12 years
Aged 13 years
Aged 14 years
Aged 15 years
Aged 16 years

Aged 17 years

o

500 1,000 1,500 2,000 2500 3000 3500 4,000 4,500

W2011 ©2021
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Older population, 2011and 2021 L2

TOWER HAMLETS

» Although the older (65+) population Number of residents aged
was slightly larger in number in 7.000
2021 than in 2011, it reduced as a
proportion of the overall
population. 5,000

6,000

* This was most apparent among 80+

year olds where the population '
grew by just 2% compared to the 3,000
22% rise in the population as a .
whole. Conversely, the 65-69- |
year-old age group grew 1000 I
m

substantially (46% increase).

0]
65-69 70-74 75-79 80-84 85-89 90-94 95-99 100+

2011 #2021

Source:: 2011 and 2021 census
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Older population (66+) by area, 2021 o
Census e

Aged 66+

A map showing the count distribution of people aged 66+ in Tower Hamlets by MSOA

» Older people (of hormal
retirement age) are

concentrated in the north and 800
central areas of the borough. oW et

« The Canary Wharf, Poplar, and o "
Blackwall and Cubitt Town e I =t Y
wards appear to have notably e .
fewer older people than other TEERELEE. | e
parts of the borough. Iy stepney Grec Lanshiry %00

Shadwe
Lime u oplar.‘__ 200

St Katharine's’and Wapp

Canary, Wharf| Blackwall and/Cubitt Town
- 300
\_ 200
Island Gardens |
100

Source:: 2021 census
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Sex by age, 2021 Census X

* There are generally more
males than females across
all the five-year age
groups with the exception
of 20-24-year-olds, 25-29-
year-olds, 35-39-year-
olds and those 65+ where
there are more females
than males.
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Source:: 2021 census
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Population Distribution by Age and Sex %, 2021 Census
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Households - concentration X

Households concentration NEE )
A map showing the number of households in Tower Hamlets by OA (number of people/km?)
* There are 120,539
households in Tower oo
Hamlets, 3.5% of all the
households in London, ,
and the 10th highest of all s 250
boroughs (source). " oy SN T
« The number of A e 7 200
households in the borough =
grew from 101,257 in 2011 -
to 120,500 in 2021, an
increase of 19% - the
highest such increase in 100

the country. & ig

Source:: 2021 census R ——
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Percentage of new households e

TOWER HAMLETS

% Increase in number of households 2011

« Tower Hamlets added an additional 19,200 Ccensus tol_i?éloiea”nsgzrﬁ;”neé Hamlets,
households between 2011 and 2021 with the ¥
total number of households increasing from
101,257 10 120,500.

» This represented a 19% increase, the largest

20% 19%
18%

16%

increase in households in the country. 14%

« There were slightly more persons per 12%
household than in 2011 with the average 10%
household size increasing from 2.51 in 2011 to o
2.581n 2021.

6%
6%
5%
4%
2%
0%

Tower Hamlets London England
Source:: 2021 census L
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Household composition - with and

P
without children )

TOWER HAMLETS

The percentage of households including a couple Household composition Number | %
but no children increased in Tower Hamlets (but fell One-person household: Aged 66 years and over 5786 4.8%
across England.) One-person household: Other 32,744 | 27.2%
Single family household: All aged 66 years and over 1,340 1.1%
In Tower Hamlets, the percentage of households : : : — :
including a couple without children rose from 14.7% Single family household: Married or civil partnership couplerNo- | g 674 | 7.2%
in 2011 10 17.47% in 2021, while across England it fell Single family household: Married or civil partnership couple:
from 17.6% to 16.8%. The London percentage d Y Degendent chidron peoupie 17254 | 143%
increased from 13.8% to 14.2% during the same . . . — :
eriod Single family household: Married or civil partnership couple: All 2050 > 4%
P ' children non-dependent 95 4%
Th rcent fh holds includin l
\X/iteh %eegeendaegn? C?hilccl)ruesﬂei ﬂOTc(j)?X/ef ﬁgmfge’?scir?gr%zfsed Single family household: Cohabiting couple family: No children 12,355 10.2%
from 14.8% t_O 16-40/9. while the percentage of Single family household: Cohabiting couple family: With dependent | 1%
households including a couple with only non- children 499 v
dependent children increased from 2.3% to 2.7%. Single family household: Cohabiting couple family: All children non- | 0.3%
32,666 households had dependent children. This . . dependent
was 27.:!_% of all households. This was a lower Single family household: Lone parent family: With dependent 2961 6.6%
proportion than both England and Wales (28.3%) and , , children , ,
London (313%) Single family household: Iaone pgre?t family: All children non- 4.892 41%
, ependen
o)
As 6.6%, Tower Hamlets had a lower proportlon of Single family household: Other single family household: Other family o
lone-parent households than England and Wales composition 3.042 25%
(o) o) 1
(6-9/0) or London (7-8/0)- This represented a total of Other household types: With dependent children 4.952 4.1%
7'961 lone—parent households in Tower Hamlets. Other household types: Other, including all full-time students and all o
15,744 13.1%
aged 66 years and over

Source:: 2021 census

The best of London
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Ethnic Origin - 2011 and 2021

The percentage of the Tower Hamlets population who identified
as White British decreased by 8.3 percentage points between
2011 and 2021- a humerical decrease of 8,054.

There was a rise in the Bangladeshi population in both
numerical and proportionate terms.

Tower Hamlets saw an increase in the White Other population to
45,187 in 2021 (14.6% of all residents)

The ‘Other Ethnic Group' population rose to 8,494 residents -
twice the proportion it was in 2011.

Increase in the Black African population in both numerical and
proportionate terms between 2011 and 2021. Smaller increases
in Indian, Chinese and Pakistani and Asian Other populations.

Increases in all Mixed ethnic groups, now comprising 5% of all
residents

Decrease in Black Caribbean and Black Other groups - latter
possibly related to new method of recording specific Black
ethnic group and/or rise in Other ethnic group category.

Source:: 2011 and 2021 census

L2

TOWER HAMLETS

Ethnic Group 2011 2011% 2021 2021%
\¥/hite British 79231 31.2% 71177 22.0%
W hite Irish 3863 1.5% 3567 11%
White Gypsy Traveller 175 0.07% 110 0.04%
\¥hite Roma N/A N/A 2225 0.7%
\¥hite Other 31550 12.4% 45187 14.6%
Asian Bangladeshi 81377 32.0% 107333 34.6%
Asian Chinese 8109 3.2% 10279 3.3%
Asian Indian 6,787 2.7% 10135 3.3%
Asian Pakistani 2,442 1.0% 3341 11%
Asian Other 5786 2.3% 6768 2.2%
Black African 9495 3.7% 15373 5.0%
Black Caribbean 5341 2.1% 4930 1.6%
Black Other 3793 1.5% 2390 0.8%
Mixed White and Asian 2061 11% 4374 1.4%
Mixed White and Black African 1509 0.6% 2236 0.7%
Mixed White and Black Caribbean 2837 1.1% 3593 1.2%
Mixed Other 3053 1.2% 5206 1.7%
Other Arab 2573 1.0% 3588 1.2%
Other ethnic group 3214 1.3% 8494 2.7%

The best of London

in one borough
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Ethnic origin - Tower Hamlets and other areas ==

TOWER HAMLETS

o At 22.9% the White British population is the fourth smallest in Ethnic Group HTOWle; London Erl)%lalnd &
England and Wales behind Newham, Brent and Harrow and BT :;ng; > 5 74a4f/s
less than a third of the proportion in England and Wales. —— = —= -

White Irish 1.1% 1.8% 0.9%

e The Bangladeshi population remains by far the largest in the White Gypsy Traveller 00% 01% 01%
country in both proportionate (34.6%) and numerical (107,333) White Roma 0.7% 0.4% 02%
terms and is almost twice the size of the next largest area White Other 14.6% 14.7% 6.0%
Newham (55,677). One in six Bangladeshis in England and Asian Bangladeshi 34.6% 37% 11%
Wales live in Tower Hamlets. Asian Chinese 33% 17% 07%

e The proportion of residents from a White Other ethnic Asian Indian 3.3% 7.5% 31%
background is similar to London and more than twice the Asian Pakistani 11% 3.3% 2.7%
proportion in England and Wales. Asian Other 2.2% 4.6% 1.6%

e The proportion of Black African residents (5%) is double that of Black African 5.0% 7.9% 2.5%
England and Wales (2.5%) although it is below the rate in Black Caribbean 16% 39% 1.0%
London (7.9%). Black Other 0.8% 1.7% 0.5%

e Asa proportion, the Chinese population is the third highest in . Mieed .Whlte and ASIan. 1'40/0 14? OBf
England and Wales behind the City of London and Cambridge. Mixed White and Black African T4 0.9% DA%

Mixed White and Black Caribbean 1.2% 1.5% 0.9%

e At 2225 Tower Hamlets had the fourth largest Roma Mixed Other 17% 1.9% 08%
population in England and Wales after Brent, Sheffield and Other Arab 12% 16% 06%
Newham. Other ethnic group 2.7% 4.7% 1.6%

Source:: 2021 census

The best of London
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Ethnic origin — White ethnic group 1
(detailed)

e The large White Italian ethnic group corresponds with Ethnic Group 2021 2021%
large number of Italian born residents identified in the ) ) -
census but accounts for less than half of them, White: European Mixed 8288 2.7%
suggesting other Italian born residents are likely to be White: Italian 4.939 16%
from other ethnic groups such as Bangladeshi.

e Similarly the increase in people born in Romania would White-lrish 3867 L%
appear to be represented in both the Romanian and White: French 2,369 0.8%
Roma ethnic groups and potentially other ethnic
groups. \W¥hite: Polish 2,239 0.7%

White: Roma 2,225 0.7%

\X/hite: Spanish 2,060 0.7%

White: Greek 1,827 0.6%

White: Romanian 1,702 0.5%
\¥hite: Other Eastern European 1,676 0.5%
White; German 1,452 0.5%

Source:: 2021 census
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Ethnic origin — Black Ethnic Group ;{%
(detailed)

Ethnic Group 2021 2021 %

e Residents from Black ethnic backgrounds identified into a Black, Black British. Black Welsh or Caribbean
variety of ethnic groupings. background: Caribbean 4920 16%
° The largest single Black ethnic group was Caribbean, but Black, Black British, Black Welsh of African o
there were around three times as many residents from background: African unspecified 4439 L4z
Black African backgrounds of any kind. Black, Black British, Black Welsh of African 3350 11%
e The largest of these Black African ethnic backgrounds was background: Somali o
unspecified Black African ethnic origin. (Respondents were Black, Black British, Black Welsh of African ]
required to identify a broad ethnic group but specific background: Somalilander 2031 0.7%
backgrounds was determined by a write-in response under Black. Black British. Black Welsh of African )
that broad background) background: Nigerian 1801 0.6%

e The largest identifiable Black African group was Somali, Black Black British. Black Welsh or Caribbean
followed by Somalilander, Nigerian, Black British and background: Black British 1307 0.4%
Ghanaian. Black, Black British, Black Welsh of African 8 0.2%
background: Ghanaian 35 3%
Black, Black British, Black Welsh of African o 01%
background: Democratic Republic of the Congo 407 e
Black, Black British, Black Welsh of African 67 01%
background: Black British 3 e

Source:: 2021 census

The best of London
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Ethnic Origin - Somali and ;\%
Somalilander

e Not all people identifying as Somali or Somalilander

identified their ethnicity as Black. Ethnic Group 2021 | 2021%
e Asacombined group anyone identifying their ethnicity as

Somali or Somalilander comprised of 6,180 residents (2.0% Black, Black British, Black Welsh of African o 11%

of all residents). background: Somali 3.35 1%
e The census did not require respondents to identify a N .

specific ethnic group so it is possible that this does not Black, Black British, Black Welsh of African 2,031 0.7%

capture all Somali and Somalilander residents. background: Somalilander

Other ethnic group: Somali 422 0.1%

Black, Black British, Black Welsh or Caribbean

background: Somali 195 0.1%

Other ethnic group: Somalilander 182 0.1%

Source:: 2021 census

The best of London
in one borough
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Language spoken at home

e  Nearly two-thirds of households in Tower Hamlets have
English as their main household language.

° Almost 1 in 6 households in Tower Hamlets (15.7%) have no
one in that household with English as their main language.

e 1% of residents do not speak English, and 5% do not speak
it well

e  Among residents aged 3 and over, 73% spoke English as
their main language and 27% did not. 5.2% said that they
could not speak English well and 1% said that they could
not speak English at all, totalling 6.2% with limited
proficiency in English.

e  This was the 8th highest proportion of residents reporting
that they could not speak English well or at allamong 331
local authority areas, with the highest being Leicester (9%)

e By comparisonin 2011, 6.4% of residents over 3 reported
not being able to speak English well and 1.6% reported not
being able to speak English at all (totalling 8%), so English
proficiency improved between 2011 and 2021.

Source:: 2021 census

The best of London
in one borough
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TOWER HAMLETS

Household language Number | Percentage
All adults in household have English as a main 75,824 62.0%
language
At least one but not all adults in household have o
. : 21,855 18.1%
English as a main language
No adults in household, but at least one person aged 3,024 33%
3 to 15 years, has English as a main language ' 7
No people in household have English as a main o
language 18.937 1577%
Proficiency in English language Number | Percentage
Does not apply 11,552 4%
Main language is English 218,131 70%
Main language is not Eng\;;;ﬂ: Can speak English very 37,285 12%
Main language is not English: Can speak English well | 24,671 8%
Main language is not En\)g(;/le|sl‘.lh: Cannot speak English 15,566 5%
Main language is not English: Cannot speak English 3,101 1%

ERTEE T ]




Languages spoken

L2

TOWER HAMLETS

e The most commonly spoken main Main language Spoken (1000+ residents) nuzr%zbler 2021 %
lar_]guages cher than English were Bengal' English (English or Welsh in Wales) 218131 | 73.0
(with Sylheti and Chatgaya) (11%), Italian South Asian language: Bengali (with Sylheti and Chatgaya) | 32,772 | 110
(2.2%), Spanish (1.7%), French (1.2%) and Other European language (EU) 17773 | 59
Portuguese (1%) ltalian 6643 | 22

_ o . . Spanish 5,022 1.7

e There was a significant reduction in the French 3.663 12
number of people reporting Bengali as their Portuguese 3,031 1.0
main Language from 43,525 in 2011 to 32,772 East Asian language: All other Chinese 2,748 0.9
in 2021, suggesting that many more people Af”ca;;ﬁgﬁuage i'?ig 8'2
in thg Banglaqleshl community now regard Romanian 1818 | 06
English as their main language. Greek 1,750 0.6

e There were increases in the number of Russian 1906 | 06

eople who spoke ltalian as their main Arabie 575 —
peop P African language: Somali 1,578 0.5
language between 2011 and 2021 (2,684 vs German 1.255 04
6,643) and similarly with Romanian (411 vs Turkish 1,169 0.4

1,818).

Source:: 2021 census
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Changing ethnic groups between ;’\%
2011-2021

* |n 2021, 44.4% of Tower Hamlets residents identified their
ethnic group within the "Asian, Asian British or Asian

411%

Welsh" category, up from 41.1% in 2011. The 3.3 Asian, Asian British or Asian Welsh
percentage-point change was the largest increase among 44.4%
high-level ethnic groups in Tower Hamlets. -
* Across London, the percentage of people from the "Asian, . . 7.3%
Asian British or Asian Welsh" ethnic group increased from plack BlackBriish E#ﬁiinw eish Caribbean or

18.5% to 20.7%, while across England the percentage P

increased from 7.8% to 9.6%.
* In 2021, 39.4% of people in Tower Hamlets identified their Mied or Multiole etfn
ethnic group within the "White" category (compared with recorriiple efnic grodps o
45.2% in 2011), while 7.3% identified their ethnic group
within the "Black, Black British, Black Welsh, Caribbean or |
African’ category (also 7.3% the previous decade). White _ 452t
» The percentage of people who identified their ethnic 39.4%
group within the "Mixed or Multiple" category increased

4.1%

from 4.1% in 2011 to 5.0% in 2021. I 2%
« There are many factors that may be contributing to the Other ethnic groups
changing ethnic composition of England and Wales, such 39%

as differing patterns of ageing, fertility, mortality, and
migration. Changes may also be caused by differences in
the way individuals chose to self-identify between m2011 W2021
censuses.

0% 5% 10% 15% 20% 25% 30% 35% 40% 45% 50%

Source:: 2021 census
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Religion

The most common religion for residents in
Tower Hamlets was Islam with 39.9% (123,912)
of residents identifying it as their religion. This
was the largest proportion of residents
identifying Muslim as their religion in the
country ahead of Blackburn with Darwen (35%)
and Newham (34.8%).

26.6% of residents said they had No Religion,
22.3% identified as Christian which was the
lowest proportion in England and Wales.

\While the proportion of residents identifying as

Christian was lower than in 2011 (22.3% vs 27.1%),

numerically the number of residents who were
Christian was almost the same as a decade
previously (a slight increase from 68,808 to
69.,223).

Source:: 2021 census

L2

TOWER HAMLETS

Religion 2021 Hmi{s Hamloras | London | London aﬁgg\)?;gs En\?(/lgpeds ;,nd
Total: All usual

rosidents 310,306 100.0 8,799,728 | 100.0 | 59,597.540 100.0
No religion 82,635 26.6 2,380,404 271 22,162,062 37.2
Christian 69,223 223 3.577.681 40.7 27,522,672 462
Buddhist 2,061 1.0 77.425 0.9 272,508 0.5
Hindu 6,298 2.0 453,034 51 1,032,775 1.7
Jewish 1,341 04 145,466 17 271,327 05
Muslim 123,912 39.9 1,318,754 15.0 3,868,133 6.5
Sikh 966 0.3 144,543 1.6 524,140 0.9
Other religion 1,652 0.5 86,759 1.0 348,334 0.6
Not answered 21,318 6.9 615,662 7.0 3,595,589 6.0

The best of London

in one borough
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Religion change 2011-2021

e In 2021, 26.6% of Tower Hamlets residents reported
having "No religion®, up from 21.0% in 2011. The rise
of 5.6 percentage points was the largest increase
of all broad religious groups in Tower Hamlets.
Because the census question about religious
affiliation is voluntary and has varying response
rates, caution is needed when comparing figures
between different areas or between censuses.

e Across London, the percentage of residents who
described themselves as having "No religion”
increased from 21.0% to 27.1%, while across
England the percentage increased from 24.8% to
36.7%.

e In 2021, 39.9% of people in Tower Hamlets
described themselves as Muslim (up from 38.0%),
while 22.3% described themselves as Christian
(down from 29.8% the decade before).

Source:: 2021 census

The best of London
in one borough
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Sexual Orientation >

+ 83.1% of Tower Hamlets residents aged 16+ identified as straight or Sexual Tower London % England and
heterosexual Orientation Hamlets % Wales %

*  4.0% of Tower Hamlets residents aged 16+ identified as gay or lesbian

+  2.5% identified as bisexual Straight or 831 86.2 89.4

+ 0.7% identified as having another sexual orientation Heterosexual ' ' '

» Taken together this means that 7.2% of residents were of Lesbian, Gay,
Bisexual or Other sexual orientations. This is significantly higher than Gay or Lesbian 4.0 22 15

the proportions of 4.2% in London and 3.1% in England and Wales.

* The proportion of residents who identified their sexual orientation as
Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual or other was higher amongst younger adults
aged between 16 and 44 (7.9%) than among adults aged 45 and over
(5.1%). Residents from White (11.4%) and Mixed (11.2%) ethnic background | All other sexual

Bisexual 25 15 13

, . . , . : - 0.7 0.5 0.3
were more likely to identify as Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual or Other sexual orientations
orientations than those from Asian (2.8%) or Black (3.3%) ethnic
backgrounds. Not answered 0.8 95 7.5

*  0.8% of residents chose not to answer this voluntary census
question. This was a relatively high proportion compared with England
and Wales and was slightly higher than London.

* This question was asked for the first time in 2021 so historical
comparison data is not available.

Source: 2021 census

The best of London
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Gender Identity ;f\./'/

e 00.7% residents identified their gender identity as being the same as their sex registered at birth.

0.6% of residents aged 16+ had a gender identity diffe